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people, had maintained his authority. He tad ruled
for twenty-two years; he bequeathed that
authority, on his death, to his son Octavian.

Octavian, though only nineteen years old, aspired to
Pope John unite, in his own person, the civil and spiritual
NOV.955. supremacy. He was already in holy orders;
two years after the death of his father Alberic, the
Pope Agapetus II. died; and Octavian, by the volun-
tary or enforced suffrages of the clergy and the people,
was elected Pope. He was the first of the Roman pon-
tiffs who changed, or rather took a second ecclesiastical
name; the civil government seems to have been con-
ducted in that of Octavian; the Church was adminis-
tered under that of John XII.

Berengar and Ids son Adalbert, kings of Italy, had
made no attempt on Eome during the strong rule of
Alberic. The youth of the new Governor and Pope
tempted them to threaten the independence of the city,
and to bring it within the sphere of their tyranny. Of
that new tyranny Italy was now again weary. Berengar,
his wife Willa, and his son Adalbert, are charged with
acts of atrocious cruelty and oppression, in every part of
their large dominions.